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The Napa Post Office is one of the three buildings in this nomination most strong-

ly indetified with the Art Deco movement. As is the case with the Porterville and Visalia
offices, the Napa Post Office has a projectedcentral area flanked by two recessed wings.
Ornament consists of decorative brickwork and terracotta panels in geometric motifs. The
cornice formed of terracotta rams' and cows' heads is a decorative feature unique to the
Napa office. The interior is in an excellent state of preservation, and boasts its original
cast bronze drop lights and raised plaster ceiling.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

The building is in excellent structural condition and has received careful and consistent
maintenance. The basement and foundation are reinforced concrete on spread concrete
footings, and the floors are concrete beam and solid slabs. The structure has a flat roof
and is covered with an asphalt composition material; the exterior facing is a smooth sur-
faced red brick.

The front facade is strictly symmetrical, and the end wings are recessed in two steps
dividing the facade into three segments. Fenestration divides the central portion into
six bays, separated by seven large brick piers. Each pier is topped by a terracotta
"capital" in a stylized floral motif, which echoes the molding at the top of each window.
The composition is topped by a cornice extending a few feet above the roofline. This
cornice is crowned with light tan terracotta molding containing sculpted rams' and cows'
heads, alternated with oval shields.

The entrances to the lobby are located in each wing end, and are flanked by two cast-
bronze and milk glass urn-shaped lighting fixtures. A large terracotta panel containing
an Art Deco eagle is placed above each door, The structure's idiosyncratic style is
reminiscent of Art Deco design, and of the Starved Classicism which was evolving in

the early thirties.

A terracotta panel with a geometricized floral (acanthus leaf) pattern is placed at each
end of the central frieze.

The side facades are identical, and contain five rectangular windows, recessed with
fluted pilasters.

The public lobby has a twenty-foot ceiling, which is decorated with bas-relief gilt plaster.
Marble strips -divide the terrazzo floor into bays that correspond to the bays on the ceil-
ing, and a similar star pattern was used on both the floor and ceiling. The original drop
lights and brass post office boxes are still in place.

The workroom has plaster walls and tongue-in-grove oak flooring.

The basement contains the boiler: room,storage space, and office space. The bulk of the
basement was originially used for mail processing; however, the 3,800 gross square foot
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE o o
The Napa Post Office is important in its local context as an example of William Corlett's

work, and as a rare example of the Art Deco Style in Napa. The structure, with a
construction date of 1933, is representative of the massive building programs of the
New Deal. It is a well preserved example of its type.

ARCHITECTURE

Willaim H. Corlett, 1856-1937.

Corlett was an active local architect, and designed numerous buildings in Napa and other
nearby towns. The Napa High School and Napa Elks Hall were among his major commis-
sions. In addition to his architectural practice, Corlett operated a planing mill, served
on the Napa City Council for three terms, and on the Napa County School Board for 11
years.

The Napa Franklin Station is unusually well preserved, and retains integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. It is one of a few
post office buildings constructed in California with such overtly Art Deco elements. The
basic form, though, remains true to theclassical! ideals of the Supervising Architect's
office in the early thirties. Along with the Oroville Main Office, the Napa Franklin
Station is an important example of the transition to the Starved Classicism characteristic
of federal design in the mid-to-late thirties, and makes plain the debt Starved Classicism
owed to Art Deco stylistic concepts.

In addition to its significance as an example of a type, it possesses considerable aesthetic
value in its own right. The simple geometry of the building's massing contrasts with the
elaborate terracotta ornament and textured brick to create an imposing, yet human-
scaled building. The lobby is one of the most flamboyantly decorated post office lobbies
in California, and contams a rare (for federal construction) use of raised and painted
plaster in the ceiling. The terrazzo floor, while less unique than the ceiling, is one of
the last surviving in Napa.

The structure is significant on both the state and local levels as an important example of
a type, and as possessing high artistic values, as per National Register Criterion C.
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workroom was renovated in 1965 and turned into office space, now leased to federal agen-
cies. There are exterior entrances to the basement on the east and west sides of the

building.

Two entrances to the lobby on the main floor are in the east and west corners of the front
facade. A small foyer at each doorway leads to the public lobby along the north side of
the building; the service counters are in the central portion of the lobby. An office,
originally for the postmaster's use, is adjacent to the southwest corner of the lobby; a
vault and toilet separate it from the workroom. A majority of the main floor is taken up
by the workroom. A mailing platform, with direct access from the workroom, is to the

rear.

A mezzanine over the east side of the workroom contains a swing room and toilet. A
lookout gallery above the center of the workroom was removed for the installation of air
conditioning equipment in 1965. Stairs to the basement and mezzanine are southeast of
the work area.

The site, on the south side of Second Street between Franklin and Randolph Streets,

is 240 feet by 120 feet and contains 28,800 gross square feet. The building is centered
on the north (front) edge of the site. A paved parking and maneuvering area is located
to the rear with access to both Franklin and Randolph Streets. The property is land-
scaped on the east and west ends with lawns and small trees and bushes. Two tall ever-
green trees stand at each corner of the building. A thin strip of grass in the front is
planted with small trees.

All changes to the building have been minor; the floor plan remains largely unchanged
since the building was completed in 1933.
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Note: Post office site outlined in red.

Source: Sanborn Map, Napa Book, page 21, 1945; Geography Dept.
California State University, Northridge, Calif.



